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Some of our courses are offered as distance 
learning, so you can plan your studying around 
your own commitments for maximum flexibility. 
If you don’t have access to the internet or a computer, laptop or tablet, 
please speak to us to find out more about the support we can offer.

Entrepreneur Arun Natarajan Diwakar – Business Administration

NEED SUPPORT?

CONTENTS

“I am really enjoying the course, it is a very relaxed atmosphere. I 
am usually in a class with only 6 to 8 learners which means asking 
questions is a lot easier. I also get one-to-one discussions with 
tutors to aid my learning and it adds that personal touch, which you 
wouldn’t usually have got in university or school.

”
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Rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted, 
we are the largest provider of 
education and skills training in 
Cumbria delivering courses of all 
levels, from foundation level up 
to degrees, to young people and 
adults across South Cumbria. 
We offer a state-of-the-art training 
environment, industry-trained tutors and 
courses in a vast range of subjects. As a 
student, you will also have access to our 
superb facilities including the gym, learning 
resources centre, restaurant and salon, and 
you will also be eligible to join the student 
union which offers many benefits, including a 
student discount card.

Many of our adult students have been out 
of education for some time and often feel 
nervous about coming to college. College is 
very different to school and we can reassure 
you that our friendly team of support staff 
and tutors will make sure that you feel 
welcome and included in college life, even if 
you are only attending once a week. From the 
start, you will fully understand what you need 
to do to enrol at the college and to start your 
course including any resource you will need. 

Subject to eligibility, 
there is also additional 
financial and personal 
support available.

You will quickly find that getting 
back into learning is enjoyable 
and rewarding, and you will make 
friends with like-minded people on 
your course. You will also learn new 
skills which will help you at work, in a 
new career or in your home life. We have 
an excellent track record of helping people 
progress in their career and over 97% of 
students are employed or go on to further 
study when they finish their course.

Whatever your reason for joining us, you are 
in safe hands, and once you’ve starting back 
on your learning journey, you won’t want 
to leave!

We look forward to seeing you at 
Furness College soon.

Andrew

WELCOME 
TO FURNESS 
COLLEGE!

There’s a wide range of opportunities at Furness College 
and it’s never too late. It’s opened my eyes to adult 
learning and evening courses, so I’d advise anyone to go 
and see the college and have a look at what’s on offer.

Georgina Sherwood started at Furness College with a 6-week Award 
in Painting and Decorating as part of our offer for adult learners.

After continuing with an 8-week carousel course in construction, 
Georgina is now working towards a Level 1 Diploma in Construction 
Skills.

She said: 

Our Business & Employment 
Support Team are committed 
to tailoring the Adult Learning 
experience to your needs and are 
readily available with specialist 
information, advice and guidance. 
Furness College is now offering more adult 
learning opportunities than ever before; 
facilitating a variety of work based, classroom 
and distance learning course options that can 
be tailored around your lifestyle and work 
commitments. 

Furness College offers a wide range of 
qualifications from Hair and Beauty to 

Construction, from Business to Engineering; 
all of which are exclusive to adult learners 
meaning the experience is suitable for those 
seeking a relaxed and informal environment. 

To find out more about what we do, or to 
enquire about a course or subject area you 
are interested in studying, contact us directly 
on the details below.

We look forward to supporting you through 
your learning experiences and thank you for 
choosing Furness College.

Contact us at: adultlearning@furness.ac.uk 
or call 01229 844829 to start your learner 
journey.

BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT 
SUPPORT TEAM

“
”
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Adult learning is funded by the Education and Skills 
Funding Agency (ESFA) through the Adult Education 
Budget, which has the aim to upskill adults who live in 
Britain in order to start or further their career.

FUNDING AND BENEFITS 
OF BEING A STUDENT

Furness College is able to offer many 
free/discounted courses due to this 
funding. If you’re unemployed and in 
receipt of benefits, or if you earn an 
annual salary of less than approximately 
£18,500, it is likely we will be able to 
fully fund your course with no personal 
contribution. We also offer qualification 
remission, which means we can determine 
how your course is funded due to your 
past academic achievement. 

If you don’t meet any of the criteria 
above, don’t worry! You may have to 
pay a small contribution towards your 
learning, but we still receive government 
funding for adult learners so we can price 
courses at a discounted rate.

For more information on funding your 
course, please contact Adult Learning  
on adultlearning@furness.ac.uk or call 
01229 844797.

Support for Adult Learners
Our Student Services team 
provides a range of services and 
information for adult students, 
including financial advice, 
careers guidance, progression 
information and welfare 
support. 

For helpful and friendly 
advice, contact 
Student Services on 
01229 825017

•  In 2021-22, 805 adult learners studied at Furness College

•  Over 30 years’ experience of high-quality teaching in Barrow

•  Small group sizes, which are friendly and supportive

•  Courses which fit around the workplace and a busy home life

•  Options to study via distance learning, in person at our 
Channelside campus, or a blended learning approach

•  Excellent training resources which meet industrial/ 
commercial standards

•  Join our gym at Channelside for just £1 per session

•  Get a student card, which unlocks a range of discounts 
and benefits

WHY CHOOSE US?

“
”

Emily Rawlinson studied an AAT Foundation 
Certificate in Bookkeeping at Channelside. 

She said: 

I have enjoyed all aspects of my time at Furness 
College. The structure for learning was great and 
meeting new people on my course was an added 
bonus, too. Don’t be put off just because you’re 
not a school leaver, the college is accessible and 
accepting of students of all ages and backgrounds.

* Eligibility requirements: learners must be unemployed and in 
receipt of state benefits or earn less than £18,500 per annum. 
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COURSE START DATE DURATION DAY & TIME LEVEL CAMPUS COST OR 
CONTRIBUTION

ENGLISH & MATHS

FS English 6th January 2023 12 weeks Friday 10.45 - 12.15 Entry Channelside Fully funded

FS English 11th January 2023 12 weeks Wednesday 5 - 7pm 1 & 2 Channelside Fully funded

FS Maths 10th January 2023 12 weeks Tuesday 2.45 - 4.15pm Entry Channelside Fully funded

FS Maths 10th January 2023 12 weeks Tuesday 5 - 7pm 1 & 2 Channelside Fully funded

BUSINESS & ACCOUNTS

Foundation Certificate in Bookkeeping (AAT) 7th February 2023 13 weeks Tuesday 5.30 2 Channelside Fully funded

Access award in Bookkeeping 12th October 7 weeks Wednesday 5.30 1 Channelside Fully funded

Introduction to Project Management Any /Ongoing 30 days Any/own time 1 Distance Learning Fully funded

ILM Diploma in Leadership & Management Any /Ongoing 1 year Any/own time 3 Distance Learning Fully funded

ILM Award & Cert in Leadership & Management Any /Ongoing 1 year Any/own time 4 Distance Learning Fully funded

Certificate in Business Start Up Any /Ongoing 26 weeks Any/own time 2 Distance Learning Fully funded

HAIR & BEAUTY

Award in Gel Polish Nail Techniques Starting dates - 9th January, 6th 
March and 8th May 3 weeks Wednesday at 5pm until 

8pm 2 Hair & Beauty Salon N/A

Bamboo Massage 8th May 3 weeks Monday at 5pm 13 Beauty Salon

TECHNOLOGY & CONSTRUCTION

Introduction to Bricklaying 9th January and then 
every 6 weeks 6 weeks Monday at 5pm 1 Brick Workshop 

Channelside £40 for materials

Introduction to Carpentry and Joinery 11th January and then 
every 6 weeks 6 weeks Wednesday at 5pm 1 Carpentry and 

Joinery £40 for materials

Introduction to Plastering
9th January and 11th 
January and then 
every 6 weeks

6 weeks Monday at 5pm and 
Wednesday at 5pm 1 Brick Workshop 

Channelside £40 for materials

Introduction to Painting and Decorating 11th January 6 weeks Wednesday at 5pm 1 Unit 6, Channelside £40 for materials

DIY Carousel – Opportunity to try Plastering, 
Bricklaying, Carpentry and Joinery, Groundworks and 
Painting and Decorating

18th April 10 weeks Tuesday at 5.30pm 1 Brick/C&J workshop 
Channelside £40 for materials

Efficiency & Effectiveness Management Techniques Ongoing 10 weeks Online 2 Online

ADULT COURSE TIMETABLE
For our full range of courses for adults, please go to www.furness.ac.uk
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Having more or less travelled the length and 
breadth of England to complete professional 
qualifications and pursue a career change, 
Furness College being on my doorstep has been a 
massive bonus, allowing me to continue upskilling 
so much closer to home.  

I have managed to add a number of helpful 
and supportive therapies for my clients, 
pedicures, facial treatments, hot stone massage, 
Swedish massage and Indian Head massage. In 
September, I’m excited to be enrolled on the Level 
3 body/facial electrics qualification.

The environment at Channelside is really 
engaging, inclusive, diverse and friendly. Furness 
College’s well-recognised qualifications are geared 
up for your career prospects and something to 
be really proud of. My is advice to capture your 
career goal is to keep learning, keep trying, and 
never give up.  Studying at Furness College has 
enabled me to continue to build on the solid 
foundations of my business. Never has  
my career been so rewarding.

Studying on our adult education programmes can 
put your dream job within your reach!
Our expert tutors will help you develop the knowledge and 
confidence to move up the ladder or secure an exciting new role.

At Furness College, we can help you to get the skills you need 
for the job you want.

ARE YOU WANTING THE SKILLS 
TO SHINE IN A NEW CAREER?

With a national increase on focus to improve levels of 
numeracy and literacy amongst adults, there has never been a 
better time to sign up to one of our courses at Furness College. 
We offer courses ranging from improving basic skills to Level 2 
and GCSE, taught by professional and dedicated tutors who will 
support you in your career or personal goals.

The importance of English and Maths

“

”

After almost 20 years 
working in IT, Liz McGrory 
now offers a range of 
complementary therapies 
from her clinical practice in 
Barrow, where she sees both 
private clients and clients 
from local charity Cancer 
Care. She has studied a 
number of beauty therapy 
courses at Furness College’s 
Channelside campus.

She said: 

SO, WHAT NEXT? 
After completing your 

course, there are a number 
of different options. Where 
will your new qualification 

take you? 
See pages 18 and 19 

to find out more.

WELDING IS 
A POPULAR 

COURSE FOR 
OUR ADULT 
LEARNERS
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Our Outreach provision, based at College House in Barrow, 
offers courses for Jobcentre Plus aimed at developing job 
searching, CV building and interview skills to increase your 
potential as a job seeker. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A JOB?

New courses are being added all the time, so please check the website 
at www.furness.ac.uk regularly for updates.

If you are not in education or employment, 
try our new Exploring Vocational Education 
programme to get you on the path to an 
exciting new career. 
You will enjoy a range of course experiences in our world-
class facilities at our Channelside campus from hair and 
beauty to construction to find out what suits you. Whatever 
your age, this FREE, rolling 10-week programme will prepare 
you for employment, an apprenticeship or further study. 

Email info@furness.ac.uk to find out more about the 
support we can offer.

EXPLORING VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION
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If you have a desire to learn something new, or even turn a 
passion into a career, why not check out our wide range of 
adult courses.
Whether you’re wanting to Instagram up your home interior or turn your people 
skills into professional counselling, we can put the skills within your reach.

Our popular courses include:

• Level 1/2 Introductory Welding Skills

•  Level 1 Award in Construction Skills (Plastering, Bricklaying, 
Carpentry and Joinery or Painting and Decorating)

• Level 2 Certificate in Creating a Business Start Up

• Level 2 Certificate in Bookkeeping 

• Health and Social Care Distance Learning 

INSPIRED TO TAKE UP 
NEW INTERESTS?

With its £47 million 
campus, Furness College 
provides a suite of 
state-of-the-art sporting 
venues to join or for 
hire. 
Gym membership starts from 
as little as £1 per session for 
students. 

To join, or for more 
information, please contact 
us at 01229 844739 or email 
sportsbookings@furness.ac.uk

Please see pages 8 & 9 for more 
course information.

Can’t see the course you 
want? We’re always adding 
to our adult learning offer, 
so please contact us at 
01229 844797 with any 
ideas or suggestions.

The Salon provides a 
wealth of hair, beauty 
and complementary 
therapy treatments at 
highly competitive prices, 
using quality products. 
Please email thesalon@furness.
ac.uk or call 01229 844804 for 
information on prices, treatments 
available and appointment times.

FANTASTIC FACILITIES 
AT CHANNELSIDE
The Restaurant at Channelside is now open 
each Tuesday and Thursday during term time. 
From 12 noon, you can join us for lighter bites, hot and cold 
lunches and a selection of sweet treats. 

Please contact 01229 844808 to book a table.
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Here at Furness College, we have a dedicated 
Business and Employment Support Team who 
work with over 700 employers in a broad range of 
businesses who will be happy to come and visit you 
to talk about the support we can provide. 
We can discuss the training opportunities available to your business 
which includes apprenticeships, bespoke, part-time and fundable 
provision.

We recognise that all organisations and businesses are different and 
require individual training solutions. We want to work with you to 
develop professional working relationships to respond to your training 
needs and upskilling your workforce. 

We’re continually adding to our adult course offer, so please contact 
us on 01229 844829 if we don’t currently offer a course that meets 
your needs.

INFORMATION FOR 
EMPLOYERS

?DID YOU KNOW?
We offer a suite of rooms for hire, providing 
opportunities for networking, seminars and 
meetings at our Channelside and sixth form 
campuses. 
To book, contact businesssupport@furness.ac.uk
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HIGHER EDUCATION
Our degrees give access to a world of possibilities 
and careers. Degrees are now more affordable at 
around £6,600 a year, with loans available.
Furness College is the largest provider of Higher Education in 
South Cumbria with more than 30 years’ experience of delivering 
university-level programmes. The college offers a wide choice of 
university-accredited HE qualifications and degrees and has more 
than 500 students on its HE courses at the Channelside campus. 

Our University education qualifications include:  
• Higher National Certificates (HNC)  
• Higher National Diplomas (HND)  
• Foundation Degrees  
• Degrees (BSc, BA or BEng with Honours)  
• Higher Apprenticeships  
• Degree Apprenticeships

www.furness.ac.uk/university-education

DO YOU WANT 
TO OPEN THE 
DOOR TO A 
DEGREE? 
Our one-year Access to 
University programme has helped 
hundreds of students to secure a place at 
university. 
Popular career routes include nursing, midwifery and paramedic 
science, social work, humanities subjects or law-related roles and 
our new business pathway that can lead to a degree or degree 
apprenticeship with a local or national employer. 

Study at our Channelside campus with support from our specialist 
tutors and it could be you graduating soon! 

LEVEL 3 COURSES
If you have successfully completed a Level 1 or 2 course, you could 
progress to a full Level 3 diploma on the National Skills Fund, which 
is fully funded for those who do not yet hold a Level 3 qualification. 

Take on an apprenticeship at any age!
You could also progress onto an apprenticeship, as there are no age restrictions.

Search for vacancies online at www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

You’ve completed your qualification at Furness College! 
So, what’s next? We offer a wide range of courses to help you progress, 
continue to develop your skills and knowledge and meet your goals.

CONGRATULATIONS!
FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE
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Furness College information can be provided in large print, Braille or on audio tape. Please contact Student 
Services for more details.
Please note: Every care has been taken to ensure that the information contained within this prospectus was 
accurate at the time of printing.  As much notice as possible will be given of any changes, but the college cannot 
accept liability in conjunction with any such alterations.

CHANNELSIDE CAMPUS 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2PJ.  t.01229 825017 

RATING LANE CAMPUS 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA13 9LE.  t. 01229 828377  
info@furness.ac.uk  www.furness.ac.uk

Follow us on:

Find your

furness.ac.uk


